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We have previously reported on the separation
between antihypertensive and sedative effects in a
series of centrally acting oa-adrenoceptor stimulants
when compared with clonidine (Clough, Hatton, Pett-
inger, Samuels & Shaw, 1978). The potency of the
same compounds as sedatives has been further inves-
tigated using halothane sleeping time and locomotor
activity in rats. Hypotensive activity was measured in
the anaesthetized rat and potency at pre-synaptic
x-adrenoceptors was measured in the pithed rat
(Drew, 1976) and in the field stimulated mouse vas
deferens. Potency at post-synaptic ax-adrenoceptors
was measured in the pithed rat.

ICI 106270 was 4.5 times less potent as a hypoten-
sive agent. 33 times less potent as a sedative in the
sleeping time test, and 16 times less potent on loco-
motor activity relative to clonidine (Table 1). ICI
110802, which lowered blood pressure as effectively
as ICI 106270 was 20 times less potent on locomotor
activity and did not effect halothane sleeping time
(Table 1). There is thus a separation between sedative
and hypotensive activity in these compounds com-
pared with clonidine.

In the pithed rat there was no significant difference
between ICI 101187, ICI 106270, and clonidine at
post-synaptic a-adrenoceceptors. This could therefore
not explain the difference in sedative properties of
these compounds.

ICI 101187 and clonidine also had similar effects as
pre-synaptic a-adrenoceptor stimulants so this also
could not explain the different sedative effects. How-
ever the two least potent compounds as pre-synaptic
a-adrenoceptor agonists, ICI 106270 and ICI 110802.
were also considerably less active as sedatives
(Table 1).
Two other cx-adrenoceptor stimulants, lofexidine

and guanfacine, have been compared with clonidine
in the halothane sleeping time test and also in the pithed
rat (Table 1). The relative lack of sedation with guan-
facine was also associated with reduced potency as a
pre-synaptic x-adrenoceptor agonist while sedation
approaching that of clonidine was observed with
lofexidine, an equally potent pre-synaptic a-adreno-
ceptor agonist. Thus it would appear that the occur-
rence of sedation in these a-adrenoceptor stimulants
was related in some way to their pre-synaptic but not
to their post-synaptic properties. However, clonidine
was more active as a sedative than this data alone
would predict and this may be attributed to a further
undefined property of clonidine. The ability to lower
BP was unrelated to the pre-synaptic a-adrenoceptor
agonist actions of the compounds but appeared to be
more related to the post-synaptic activity. Again clo-
nidine was more potent than would be predicted from
this data alone.
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